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HOWARD: Don't talk that sort of rot to me. You're human,
same as I am, aren't you? What's the good of mouldering
away without having a bit of fan in your life? You come
up to the farm. Now the kids have gone to boarding-
school their room's empty.

Lois: If you're not drunk you're crazy.

HOWARD: No, I'm not. You'll come, my girl

Lois: [Contemptuously.] And what makes you think that?

HOWARD: I'll tell you. Because I want you and you know I
want you and there isn't a thing that takes a girl like that.
By God, I want you.

[He looks at her and the violence of his desire seems heavy m
the room. Lois instinctively puts her hand to her
breast. Her breathing is oppressed. There is a silence.
MRS. ARDSLEY comes in.

Lois: \&&cowring herself] Oh, mother.

HOWARD: Fve just been telling this young woman she

ought to come up to the farm for a few days. She looks

to me as if she wanted a change.

MRS. ARDSLEY: I'm glad you agree with me, Only a little
while ago I was suggesting that she should go and stay
with Aunt Emily for two or three weeks.

Lois: I've been thinking it over, mother. I daresay you're -

quite right. When d'you think I'd better go?
MRS. ARDSLEY: The sooner the better. To-morrow.'
.Lois: All right. Ill send the old girl a wire and tell her Fm

coming.
MRS. ARDSLEY:   You needn't do that.   I've just written to

her to say that you'll arrive in time for dinner.
Lois: Have you? You domineering old lady.
MRS. ARDSLEY:  You're a very good girl, Lois.   I didn't

think you'd disregard my wishes.